
Life Through Jesus
By Nate Gingerich

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”  To be truly ALIVE is to be with Jesus. 
But there are so many forces pulling us away from the fullness of LIFE that can be our 
experience.  Jesus cares for each person he has created and longs for them to experience 
COMFORT and PEACE.  Here at Aquila Villa, we are blessed by the many young ladies who 
over the last years have committed to following the WAY, have sought out the TRUTH, and 
are experiencing LIFE. 

The vision of Aquila Villa is “to bring girls who are struggling into fulfillment and purpose 
in Jesus Christ.” We hold as truth that God has a plan for each person.  Our desire is to 
journey with young ladies who are struggling, and, as our mission states “to help them deal 
with and work through life dominating problems.”  God’s Spirit has been moving, and we 
are humbled and encouraged by the victories being won and the LIFE that flows in.

Our mission emphasizes the importance of providing young ladies with “loving nurture, 
discipleship and care.”  We extend that mission by stating we’ll “help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living through a structured home setting.”  We believe that a good 
environment for finding fulfillment and purpose in Jesus Christ is within the context of a 
family unit.  A spirit-filled family unit is the core organization God created, and by 
providing that as the foundation for the other aspects of the ministry, we believe young 
ladies are able to more fully experience the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE.

As a board and administration, we are humbled that God has opened a path of expansion 
that remains true to our vision and mission. In 2021 He opened up the door to purchase a 
property for another home setting. In 2022 He directed Ernest and Yvonne Witmer to 
consider the opportunity to administrate in that home setting. Now, in 2023, we’ll see the 
first young ladies come and join them in the home.

Ernest and Yvonne bring a wealth of experience serving others.  They’ve both experienced 
the joys and sorrows that life brings, and have experienced LIFE that is only available 
through Jesus.  Their desire for others to experience that LIFE runs deep. By the middle of 
the year ‘Happy Hoof Haven’, as the new home is called, will be the residence of three girls.  
Ernest and Yvonne will be assisted by a resident matron and a part-time matron. 

We, as a board, thank the many who have invested in this expansion.  God continues to 
move and work.  Spiritual battles rage at times and your most important contribution is 
intercessory prayer.  Please remember to pray each day that the Spirit’s presence will flow 
through each one involved.  May His name be glorified!  
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and adhere to the 1963 
Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus Christ.  Please 
pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an advisory committee. 

Craft projects 

Vision 
To bring girls who are struggling into 
fulfillment and purpose in Jesus Christ. 

Mission
To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems.

To give them loving nurture and 
discipleship.

To help them learn and value discipline 
and purposeful living through a 
structured home setting.

To give them vision and understanding 
of the joy of serving others.

Finishing touches on next door property



“We are so grateful for His presence in our lives and home.” 

ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE BY MELVIN ESH 

As we work together in unity and oneness we see God work in powerful ways. The 
ministry and support groups of the ladies in our home are such a blessing as they closely 

work with us to meet the needs of those under their care. Three times ministry teams 
came into our home this past fall to join us for an anointing.  Each time we saw the hand 
of God move.

Ernest and Yvonne Witmer have now moved into their home next door.  During the 
months of January  and February they are being trained in for the work. Then in mid-
February Maureen Shirk, a matron who has been here for a year, will be moving in with 

Ernest & Yvonne.  Her experience and expertise is much valued.  We are still praying and 
looking for someone to replace her here.  The last weekend in February the first resident 
girl will arrive, Lord willing.  Then a month later another one will be coming in.  And then 

in April we should have the home filled.  We are so very blessed with the couple that God 
gave us.  Our friendships and mutual love for each other is already such a joy and 
blessing.

Another joy of our home has been our connection to a lady my wife and I met at Cracker 
Barrel.  Through the love and care that God was able to give her through our home, she 
was brought to Christ.  She is currently in  a women’s ministry close to Philadelphia.  Her 

daughter has been reaching out to us as well and is being ministered to also.  The girls 
here have loved our interactions with them.

Two young ladies graduated this month. Another is coming in at the end of this month.  
Pray for us - there is lots of action and transition taking place currently. Pray about the 
additional financial load, a matron to replace Maureen Shirk, and that all the transition, 

training and opening up of the new home would flow smoothly.

We are rejoicing here at Aquila Villa for His refreshing presence in our lives, His joy, and 
His amazing wonderful works among the children of men! 

Celebrating a birthday

We thank God for His wonderful work among the children of men.  God is so good, so 

awesome, and so mighty! In this last quarter we have seen some amazing work of our 
God.  We are so grateful for His presence in our lives and home.

God is working in beautiful ways in my life personally, in our marriage, and in our home.  

We are now finished with the next door property which we call Happy Hoof Haven.  We 
worked very hard before the holidays to get this accomplished. And then after this we 
took a nearly 10 day in-home vacation with our home and family.  It was so rejuvenating 

and refreshing. We took a day trip going to thrift shops about an hour from here.  We did 
some other small excursions, but a lot of time was spent simply relaxing, reading, skating, 
and playing games together.  One of our staff commented that it was the best vacation 

ever. It was so enjoyable and refreshing.

A few months ago, we watched God work mightily in one girl’s life as we all focused in on 
praying for her and supporting her during a difficult time.  Another young lady was 

instantaneously  touched by God during an anointing that we had in our home with her 
ministry team. Another one has had some strongholds broken in her life. 

Lavina prepares for new girl



ASSISTANT ADMIN’S NEWS BY ERNEST WITMER 

God told Joshua, “Be determined and confident!  Do not be fearful or 
intimidated, for the LORD your God is with you, wherever you go” (Josh 1:9).

One of the reasons Yvonne and I keep trusting the Lord is because of past 
experiences trusting Him.  This may sound strange to someone looking on who 
knows we have both experienced gut-wrenching grief up close.  But this is the 
way God is!  He too is “acquainted with grief,” and in His sovereignty He has 
taken all of our sorrows and is transforming them for His glory!  So why would 
we not trust Him now?

As Robert Frost says in The Road Less Traveled, “…way leads onto way.”  This 
has been our experience the last couple of years, and now we find ourselves here 
with Aquila Villa.  Nothing could have been further from our plans!  Neither of 
us had imagined we would be called to work with hurting girls, to help to create 
a safe place and spaces of healing for young women to learn and grow.  It is a 
privilege.  

Part of the privilege is learning to know Mel & Barbie and the staff already here 
at Aquila Villa.  They have done amazing work in envisioning this place, and in 
founding such a ministry of gentle grace!

As we’ve visited and hung out with girls already graduating from the program, 
we again see the hand of God upon this work.  And further still, it’s encouraging 
to know that behind every one of these girls is a caring support group from 
home who walks with them as they re-enter a world of real-life challenges and 
opportunities.  Because right next to this God we ALL have come to trust, are 
the trustworthy people of God that He works through!

So for some, God seems to lay out a 10-year plan of heading into ministry—or 
reentering ministry - as the case may be.  But for us it’s been an adventure as He 
has led us step by step. And we’re excited!  

MATRON’S CORNER BY EMILIE 

Greetings in the name of Jesus, who is still setting the captives free and turning 

shame and brokenness into beautiful stories of redemption!

It's such a privilege to walk alongside some of the bravest souls as they venture 

out of darkness and despair into the marvelous light of Jesus. It's beautiful to 

see the girls take hold of the hand of the Good Shepherd, experience answered 

prayers, see their longings met and hope restored, and behold his healing touch 

in their lives.

I love being part of the Aquila Villa family and treasure the friendship I have 

with each one here. Besides our scheduled times of chores, meal prep, 

counseling, workbooks, and reading, we make lots of memories that enrich our 

lives. Some activities from the last few months include training horses, taking 

them for a walk in the woods, choosing out pumpkins to decorate for fall, and 

 😊 then redecorating for winter a couple months later ,  having company, 

skating when a section of the pond ice was thick enough to do so, and lots of 

work at the next door property, including several late nights!

Thank you for your interest in the work here. We appreciate your prayers for 

wisdom, direction, and protection from evil. Jesus loves to see His children set 

free!   

Shopping together

Serving at an event



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman Old Order Amish 

717.629.3915 

Cleason Sensenig, Secretary Mid-Atlantic Fellowship 

717.278.0364 

Nathaniel Gingrich Mid-Atlantic Fellowship   

717.572.7150 

Ken Shirk Charity Christian Fellowship  

717-682-8596

Mark King Bethel Christian Fellowship 

 717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

Ernest & Yvonne Witmer Assistant Administrators

ernestwitmer@juno.com

Maureen Shirk, Matron

Emilie Misko, Matron 

Lavina Brubaker, Domestics 

Sarah Grace Lloyd, Fill-in matron, secretary

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided upon request when 
a name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Pray for the assistant administrative 

couple as they get trained in.

We need a matron to replace Maureen 

Shirk, who is transitioning to 

serve with Ernest & Yvonne.

Pray for waiting applicants and 

incoming resident girls.

PRAISE REPORTS 

We rejoice in the completion of the 

home next door. 

Ernest & Yvonne have MOVED IN! 

We thank God for wonderful victories 

being won.

Praise the Lord for two young ladies 

who have graduated.


