
Proclaiming the Goodness of the Lord
By  Mel Esh

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him, all creatures 
here below!”  God is so good in so many ways. Autumn is a wondrous time of 
the year. The colors, the cool weather, the harvest and autumn décor is so 
refreshing and invigorating.  Praise be to our awesome Creator!

What a joy it is to know the Lord!  How amazing it is to have  his spirit 
in  our hearts, to have a relationship with Christ, and to be able to worship 
him and love  him . It’s such a delight to be one of the sheep of His pasture!  
Truly Jesus is a wonderfully tender, loving, and caring Shepherd.  “The 
Sheep hear His voice: and He calleth His own sheep by name...” John 10:2

Thankfulness should well up in our hearts for the patience and long-
suffering that Christ has with His children.  Jesus says “I am the Vine, ye are 
the branches.” “Every branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit.” (John 15:2b) John 15:3 brings out that we are clean 
through the word He speaks to us. Oh the necessity for us to respond to His 
Word to our spirit as He works in our lives.  This is the path to brokenness, 
and our lives being cleansed and purified.  1 Tim. 2:21 tells us that if we 
purge ourselves from things that dishonor, we shall be vessels unto honor, 
sanctified and meet for the master’s use and prepared unto every good work. 
 Heb. 12:6 and Prov. 3:11-12 bring out clearly that God both loves and 
delights in those He chastens.  Oh how amazing our God is and how our 
hearts well up in gratefulness and praise for His loving-kindness and tender 
mercies!

It’s such a blessing to serve the Lord.  St John 12:26 says if we serve 
Him and follow Him we will be exactly where He is at.  In other words, as 
our hearts are completely surrendered to Him and His working in our lives 
with a willingness to fulfill the purposes He has for us, we keep in step with 
Him.  This is such a wonderful thing! And then being able to share His love 
with  those around us.  What a blessed journey we are on together.  Serving 
our great Shepherd, Master, and King is such a privilege!

With the Psalmist, let’s proclaim the goodness of the Lord.  God is so 
good!  He forgives all our iniquities. He heals all our diseases.  He redeems 
our lives from destruction.  He crowns us with loving-kindness and tender 
mercies.  He satisfies our lives with good things so that our youth is renewed 
like the eagles.  Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness and for 
His wonderful works to the children of men!
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others

Strawberries from our patch 



ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE  BY BARBIE ESH 

Dear friends,
Greetings from Aquila Villa!  What a lovely season!  The leaves are falling; 

harvesting has begun.  One evening a couple of weeks ago we went and picked out a 
bunch of pumpkins to decorate the front porch and walks.  The flowers are still 
spectacular, thanks to Lavina for all her faithful watering.  We have enjoyed the beauty of 
the flowers all summer...it’s hard to think of them wilting soon. Seasons come and 
seasons go, just the way God said it would be.  

We have seasons here at Aquila Villa, too.  People come and people go.  In early 
August we said goodbye to Mari, and a few weeks later we welcomed Brittany.  

Earlier this summer, Mel and I spent about seven days by ourselves rejuvenating 
and being refreshed while Sarah Grace Lloyd filled in as administrator for us.  We are so 
grateful for her making it possible for us to have a wonderful time away together.  

Towards the end of August we held the fifth Aquila Villa benefit auction at the 
Intercourse Fire Hall, with a great set of auctioneers and wonderful participation.  

In September the entire home took a vacation together at Foxboro Bed & Breakfast.  
We did a lot of reading and relaxing, games, shopping, etc.  We stayed there five days 
before traveling to Indiana, where we met the staff and toured the facility at Fresh Start, 
and gave a program at their church.  We then headed for Allen County Indiana, where we 
met with friends and had a good time.  We gave a program in that area as well.

The last leg of the journey was to Ohio to attend the wedding of a graduate, Krista.  
The girls went shopping in the area while Mel & I went to the wedding of Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Tobin.  We really enjoyed visiting with folks in Holmes county, and also gave a 
program at Messiah Amish Mennonite church.

We are still adding touches to the property next door, and see it coming together 
beautifully.  We have met several times with Ernest & Yvonne Witmer, who have agreed 
to be the assistant administrators at the next door Aquila Villa property. We look forward 
to getting to know them better and working with them in the near future.

The girls really enjoy the horses and the horse trainer, Susan.  She comes a couple 
times a week to coach them in training the horses.  Recently she had a birthday, and the 
girls baked and decorated a horse-themed cake to celebrate her birthday. 

We have been busy in the project room, trying to catch up after summer vacation 
and from the auction, where we sold a lot of the items we’ve made in the project room.

These girls are a great joy to us as we minister to them.  It’s a delight to serve as 
administrators to such wonderful young ladies. God changes all of us together.  Thank 
you for all your interest and support to us here! Gratefully,  Barbie

Happy Birthday, Susan! Picking mulberries  

Card-in-a-bottle project

Aquila Villa Benefit Auction

Aquila Villa second home

Discipleship Time

Staff Girls



RESIDENT’S CORNER BY KATURA

RESIDENT’S CORNER BY ROSALIE

Hi everyone! Recently I’ve been pondering about everything that has happened since I 

arrived at Aquila Villa.  One thing I do know is that God has changed me, a lot. Knowing 

who I am in Christ is a huge blessing.  I no longer have to fear that when I mess up I am 

being  frowned upon. I am His child and no man is able to pluck me out of the Father’s 

hand (John 10:28). I have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Eph. 1:13).  

Our enemy has been defeated and declawed, so he no longer has any power over us.  But 

beware of that voice of his!  He seeks to distract and destroy us.  As long as he can 

convince us that he can hurt us, we will live like defeated Christians.  But we have God on 

our side. “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31)

Another thing I am learning is that the only things a Christian has a right to expect are 

the direct promises God has given us.  He has been teaching me to let Him have 

everything that I still consider my own.  It has not been easy, but His spiritual riches are 

so much greater and much more satisfying than anything I hold on to.     

God bless ya’ll for supporting the work at Aquila Villa.  It has truly been a blessing in the 

lives of many.

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?...”  Nothing! (Rom. 8:34-39) Praise God!

 - Rosalie

It is written with black ink in my faithful friend’s familiar font: “Your weaknesses make 
room for God’s work.”  That thought was not hers originally; it was His.  It is written with 
red ink in 2 Cor. 12:9, NLT “My grace is all you need.  My power works best in weakness.” 

To acknowledge that my weaknesses are real, expose them to others, and face them head 
on has been a painful process, but it has been worth it!  It gives God a place on the canvas 
to write His redeeming story.  “He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the 
miry clay, and set my feet  upon a rock, and established my goings.  And He hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lord.” Psalm 40:2,3

I don’t believe God wants me to remain crippled in my weaknesses: He wants to display 
His grace and power in restoring wholeness.  It has been a gift to be able to spend time 
here at Aquila Villa.  Allowing others to speak into my life and walk alongside me has been 
a blessing. - Katura

Ernest & Yvonne Witmer as 
Assistant Administrators at 

the next door property

WELCOME

AQUILA VILLA 
“FAMILY” VACATION



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided upon request when a name and 
address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For the assistant administrative 

couple as they prepare to move 

into the home next  door.

For a matron to serve at  the 

property next door.

For young ladies still waiting to 

come into the ministry.

For those who have graduated, that 

God  would give them  his 

continued enabling grace.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For supplying the need of an 

assistant administrative couple.

For a successful auction in late 

August.

For a joyful vacation in September.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman, Old Order 

Amish 717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary, Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Ken Shirk Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.468.8495

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

 

Maureen Shirk, Matron 

Emilie Misko, Matron

Lavina Brubaker, Domestics 

Sarah Grace Lloyd, Fill-in-matron, Part-

time secretary 
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