
Seeing the Big Picture
By Mark King

   Recently our family had the privilege of visiting the city of Pittsburgh, and 
enjoying a ride on the Duquesne Incline. The view at the top was quite 
interesting, looking down on the city below with all the large buildings, busy 
streets, the two rivers with many bridges. The day had dawned clear and 
sunny so it made for a great view, and in the short time we were up there we 
saw many things about Pittsburgh that we did not see while we were down 
traveling on the city streets. 

   Had the city been over shadowed with fog that day our view would have 
been little more than a white haze, and we may have found ourselves 
wondering what is so fun about taking this ride 400’ up the incline to the 
observation deck. 

   Our life can be much like this experience. On the good days it seems I may 
have a fairly good overview of the big picture plan God has for my life. Other 
days the fog rolls in and our view is limited to a white haze, and we only see 
what is right in front of us. Does that mean the big picture has vanished? Or 
that God is no longer orchestrating the greater purpose of my life? 

   Indeed not! It’s in those times that we press on, believing in God’s 
goodness. Also, we may need to reach out to a brother or sister and ask them 
to help us see the big picture when we can’t seem to see it for ourselves.

   In 1 Timothy 6:12, Paul wrote that we are to, “fight the good fight of faith.” 
That has the idea that we are to press in; Keep on until the fog clears and we 
can see the big picture of God’s plan and purpose for our life. 

   There are times when difficulties of life bring extended periods of ‘fog’, and 
try as we may we just can’t seem to find our way back to seeing the big 
picture by ourselves. The purpose of Aquila Villa is to walk with young ladies 
who are desiring to see more of the big picture and greater purpose God is 
orchestrating in their lives. Thank you to all who offer prayer and support 
for the staff and ladies at Aquila Villa! May God bless you!
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others

Strawberries from our patch 

Reading together 



ADMINISTRATORS UPDATE  BY MELVIN ESH 

    Greetings in Jesus’ name. Praise God for our great Redeemer and Friend, Jesus Christ. 
He gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Words such as these have become exceedingly 
precious to me through some deep purifying of my heart in this past year. I thank God for 
his patience, comfort, tender mercies, love, and care!
   These past few months have brought about various changes at Aquila Villa! A resident  
graduated recently and another young lady took her place. Hannah who served in our 
home for nearly 3 ½ years on the domestics/secretary role has finished her full-time 
commitment. She was replaced by Lavina Brubaker from Mifflinburg, PA. Hannah is 
going to continue on a part time staff position doing QuickBooks, newsletters, and 
heading up events. Thanks, Hannah, for your faithful service! Thank you also to Kayla 
who will be moving on in the middle of July after a year of service as a matron here. She 
is being replaced by Emilie Misko who is from the same congregation in NC as Kayla. 
  Deep relationships are made and then they move on. The older my wife and I get the 
more we look forward to eternity where partings will be no more. We thank God for these 
young ladies who have both served in our home and been here as resident girls. Praise 
God, many of them are going on with their lives faithfully serving the Lord.  This is such a 
joy to our hearts!
   We are planning a 5-year reunion in October for previous residents and staff of Aquila 
Villa. We look forward to this. Like I said, partings are not easy, so to see those who have 
been through our home will be such a blessing!
    In early May we, as a home, had a break for a week, and went to various places 
including the ocean and Longwood Gardens. We also went fishing and did other 
activities around the home. We enjoy times of being together in these ways. After we 
finished the outside Spring work, we hosted a late couples night this year at the end of 
May. Currently my wife and I are preparing for a vacation in July. Then there’s the 
annual benefit auction in August.
   The girls are enjoying the horses! We have a young lady coming here to help train them. 
She’s very experienced with horses and we are really enjoying this! She has the girls’ 
building relationships with the horses. Each of the girls that works with a horse works 
primarily with the same one. It’s amazing what relationship does and the things a horse 
can be taught through patience, love, and care. It reminds me often of how God works 
with us. Sometimes there is the need to be firm but the trainer has shared how it needs to 
be done in kindness. Many spiritual lesions can be learned through working with 
animals. 
   Please pray for us at Aquila Villa. Pray that God would supply us with a couple for the 
property next door. We would love to be able to open the home by mid-September if 
possible. Pray for our continued emotional and spiritual strength. The Lord Jesus Christ 
is such a tender loving shepherd, but we also cherish the support and care of His people. 
Blessings to all of you!

Saying bye as one of the 
graduates was leaving

Shopping at Blessings of Hope Picking mulberries  

Landscaping the next 
door property  Afternoon bike ride 

Set up for a couples night 

Horse training 

Lavina heading out to mow the 
pasture 

Refinishing furniture   



STAFF REPORT BY KAYLA

RESIDENTS CORNER BY TANYA

His mercies are new every morning: Great is thy Faithfulness.

Hello Everyone,

Greetings from Aquila Villa- As I reflect over the past months spent here; I am 

reminded of God’s faithfulness. I am thankful I can trust in a God that never changes.

One of the areas they encourage us in is to have a vision and purpose for our life. It’s 

something that I am trying to learn and grow in and I believe God delights in helping us 

find purpose in life. Proverbs 29:18 says, where there is no vision, the people perish. 

Some of the recent activities we’ve enjoyed here are: Having campfires, playing 

volleyball, going on nature walks and exploring new places, picking berries in the woods, 

going to yard sales, and thrift store shopping. 

This summer we are helping a neighbor man with his yard work. We pray that 

sometime he can find the Lord.

A verse that encourages me is found in Isaiah 40:31. But they that wait upon the 

Lord shall renew their strengths; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 

and not faint. 

Let’s be faithful until He calls us Home! Even so come Lord Jesus.           -Tanya

   Kayla’s Famous (Sort of) Last Words: “Lancaster County is one place I never want to 
live.”
   I think God got the last laugh on that one. Honestly, though, I’ve found Amish country to 
be rather pleasant. (I know it’s not the South, but it’ll do in a pinch.) The people are nice 
enough, and the connections I’ve made here will always be a special part of my journey. 
I’ve also become inordinately attached to this particular latitude and longitude, to this dirt 
and these trees. 
   I have an aversion to the word goodbye. To me, it implies loss and separation, 
experiences I find intrusive and disagreeable. So I usually shorten it and just say bye (it 
loses some of its potency in that form), or something like see you later. But recently—as I 
was writing this, actually—I’ve started to reconsider. Goodbye is a contraction of God be 
with you, which is a beautiful way to part ways with people you love. And parting ways is 
something all of us have to do dreadfully often. 
   Leaving well is an art that requires an immoderate amount of hope. Since any of my 
leave-takings could become permanent at any time, what better thing can I say than God-
be-with-you-and-I-hope-we-meet-again? 
   So here’s to goodbyes and fare-thee-wells and see-you-laters. To tears and achy hearts 
and hope and That Day when we will always meet again. 

-Kayla

Emilie Misko as matron from 
Harmony, North Carolina

WELCOME

FAREWELL

Lavina Brubaker on domestics 
from Mifflinburg,PA

Hannah after nearly 3 ½ 
years of service on domestics

Kayla after 1 year of 
service as matron



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For an assistant administrative 

couple for the home next door.

For Emilie  as she learns her matron 

role and responsibilities.

For God’s continued strength and 

wisdom for the staff and 

administration.

That God would continue to meet 

the financial needs of the 

ministry.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For Kayla and her year of service as 

matron.

For Hannah and her 3 ½ years of 

service on domestics.

For Lavina Brubaker and her 

commitment to the domestics 

role.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman, Old Order 

Amish 717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary, Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

 

Maureen Shirk, Matron 

Emilie Misko, Matron

Lavina Brubaker, Domestics 

Hannah Smith, Part time secretary

Sarah Lloyd, Fill in matron 
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