
God’s Creation 
By Leroy Smucker

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and 
the earth was without form and void,
And the darkness was upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters. Genesis 1:1-2

Do we think about all that God created? We believe that in 
beginning God created the Heavens and the earth and divided the 
waters from the earth, He created the animals and the fish in the 
waters. He created each one of us!

So, God created man in His own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. Genesis 1:27

God brought us into this world for reason. Through him we 
have the privilege to work with the earth He created. We enjoy the fresh 
morning, the sunshine, the birds singing, the beautiful flowers, the 
warm and cold days, rain and snow, and the air we breathe. In the 
spring we sow the seed and God makes it grow, we pull out the weeds 
and fertilize it so it can bear good fruit. God gives us the strength to care 
for his creation. When the seedlings are a few inches tall and we get a 
cold snap, chilly rain or dry spell, it strengthens the root system. If it 
has a good root system it can carry on when it is a particularly hot or 
dry season.

Take heart and be of good courage, the cold snaps in our lives, 
they strengthen our inner man and increases vision, purpose, and 
destiny.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also ye 
are called into one body and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  Colossians 
3:15-17
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others



ADMINISTRATORS UPDATE  BY MELVIN ESH 

   Springtime. Wow! How lovely, amazing, and rejuvenating this time of year is! God is 
such a wonderful God! The daffodils, tulips, and even skunk cabbage we saw in 
abundance along a stream on a hike recently, all declares his glory!
   We attended Faith Builders REACH conference last month, what a blessing this was! 
Seeing all the ministries God is using and the interactions with their personnel is so 
beneficial. The sessions were very impacting. We had a booth there as a ministry and also 
two sessions where we shared about the way Aquila Villa operates and functions. 
   In these events as well as in so many other ways our board of directors is such a 
blessing. They give assistance in manning the booth in conferences we attend, give 
valuable input in the board meetings, and help out in fundraisers. Our advisory 
committee is supportive in so many ways as they faithfully attend the board meetings, 
involve themselves in many of the activities and functions of the ministry, and 
interaction with the home. Our staff is such a vital part of Aquila Villa as well, their love 
and care for the young ladies, their help domestically, their deeds of thoughtfulness and 
kindness are very appreciated! Without all of them the ministry would not be able to 
function effectually. 
   And to all of you who receive our newsletters, we feel very supported through your 
contributions, prayers, and various means of blessing and interest. Thank you for sharing 
with us in this ministry in so many ways! May God bless you richly! 
   We’re having exciting days at Aquila Villa. We bought horses! As we shared with you 
in a previous newsletter article, the next-door property we purchased has a horse barn. 
This past Monday we were at a local sales barn where we purchased horses. We were so 
excited as we saw the horses we wanted go through the ring and at affordable prices. My 
cousin’s son who knows horses well helped us make decisions on which ones we wanted 
and what tack we needed. He was such a help! Thanks Samuel! We came home having 
bought 4 horses and tack! Samuel brought them up to our barn on Friday (Good Friday) 
and taught us how to properly care for and ride them, we couldn’t wait for that!
   Since the last newsletter we had a lot of fun ice skating, two young ladies came into our 
home, we hosted a couples night, men’s retreat, mulched the flowerbeds, and had triplet 
lambs born:)
   The next door property is progressing nicely! One of our board members, Mark King, 
has been doing a lot of the remodeling. Priscilla, one of our former matrons, has been 
doing a lot of the painting. We have been doing various things on the property such as 
cleaning up, organizing, and changing some fences. We are excited to see it getting ready 
for use!
   We also had a very difficult week in February, my wife’s mother had hemorrhagic 
stroke stroke, and after being in a coma for 5 days, passed away. She had suffered a 
stroke about 25 years ago that left her handicapped on her right side and she has needed 
a lot of tender loving care and help since then. My wife has poured into her life during 
these years in incredible ways! The honor she bestowed upon her mother has been such a 
blessing. It was a solemn time for all of us during the viewing, funeral, and burial. It was 
a sad time yet a time of joy knowing she had been ushered into the presence of her Lord. 
   We thank God for his great love, care, and interest in our lives. I praise Him over and 
over again for how He can use us frail human beings with our needs for His glory. To 
Him alone belongs all the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever, Amen! 

Dutch blitz and relaxing 

Set up for a couples night 

Putting a puzzle together 

Our triplet lambs!



STAFF REPORT BY MAUREEN

RESIDENTS CORNER BY MARIELA

Hey y'all! Greetings from Aquila Villa… 

I am thankful for this opportunity I have to work through things in my life so I can 

become who God desires me to be and to bring Him glory and honor. You know what, I 

am blessed! God has given me everything I need to have a fulfilled life. All it takes is an 

open heart. 

The more I spend time with God, the more I am amazed at how powerful our God is. 

Praise His name! It is so wonderful to think that God knew who I was going to be before I 

was in my mother’s womb. How amazing is God’s love! I love this verse; I praise you 

because I am fearfully and wonderfully made. (Psalm 139:14)

God has a plan for every one of us. A plan to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future.  (Jer 29:11) In order for God to fulfill that plan we need to 

be willing to keep trusting the Lord with our whole heart. That’s something that I have 

been learning, to trust God and not to let fear control me. This verse is an encouragement 

to me, be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) I know I can trust God; He is safe, 

He is not going to reject me. It doesn’t mean because people in my childhood rejected me, 

that God or my loved ones are going to do the same. God is helping me to trust and 

respect those that really love me and care for me.  

God has been working in my heart! 

Thank you for praying for me. That means a lot! God bless y’all!  -Mariela

Our board members

   For months I looked forward with varying measures of anticipation and trepidation to 
beginning my role here at Aquila Villa and now I’ve been living it for three plus months!
   It’s been a growing, challenging, and good, but not without the hard, few months. I’ve 
faced my own needs and my utter inability to change me, but have also seen God move in 
answer to prayer in my life and the lives of those around me. There have been difficult, 
even dark times, but God enlightens my darkness as He promised me one day through 
Psalm 18:28 For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness. 
   I’m grateful to God for leading me to Aquila Villa, grateful He is still working on me, 
grateful He will be faithful through future challenges, and grateful His love remains 
steadfast. -Maureen

Discipleship class

Workbook review

Our booth at REACH conference

Working in the project room



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For the expansion of the ministry 

and a continued need of 

administration and staff.

For a new matron needed in July.

For new resident girls as they come 

into the home.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For the progress being made on 

remodeling the next door 

house. 

For the horses that were recently 

purchased.

For a young lady who is committed 

to taking over the domestics 

position in May.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman, Old Order 

Amish 717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary, Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

 

Kayla Stoltzfus, Matron

Maureen Shirk, Matron 

Hannah Smith, Domestics 
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