
Charity Never Fails 
By Melvin Esh

     As we walk with our God, at times he works in deep ways in our lives. The 
colors of the autumn leaves come only after enduring storms, the summer 
heat, and the cold nights of October. Praise God, our lives burst forth with 
splendid array as we are willing to endure God’s dealings with us as His sons 
and daughters. And thus we are able to empathize with others in much deeper 
ways and be filled with a greater love, tenderness and compassion.
   Charity suffers long with those who are, at times, difficult to work with. It is 
kind through it all. It expresses gentleness, goodness, and faith which are all 
fruits of the spirit. It expresses meekness and humility.
    It doesn’t envy others, neither is it prideful or boastful of its 
accomplishments. It doesn’t behave itself in an unbecoming way. Neither is it 
easily provoked through intense and frustrating circumstances. It doesn’t 
think of somehow doing evil to the other even though wronged at times. It 
rejoices in those who are walking in truth and doesn't joy in seeing someone 
fall or fail.
   Charity also bears all things. This means to roof over, to cover with silence. 
Times when we would want to speak our mind or straighten someone out, it is 
able to bear the offense or situation at hand and walk through it carefully 
without damaging the individuals spirit. Often this comes through silence and 
taking time to ponder the circumstance before the Lord. Often, as we do this, 
God works to resolve the situation Himself. 
   Charity believe all things. Another translation says charity trusts all things. 
This means charity trusts and believes in others around us unless there is 
evidence someone can’t be trusted. It doesn’t quickly surmise, suspect, and 
question, it believes in its brothers and sisters in the Lord. It believes in its 
parents and family members. Love is just so amazing! 
   It hopes all things. It can be in the most dire straits with someone in 
greatest need, but ever remains hopeful.
   Charity endures all things. The Strong’s concordance gives the thought of 
staying under, even though a situation may need to be roofed over with 
silence, charity still remains under the burden. It doesn’t shut the person out, 
it doesn’t become disinterested and uninvolved or angry and bitter. It 
remains. It perseveres. It holds up under the conflict or situation at hand.
   How wonderful charity is! No wonder Paul ends up saying that charity 
never fails. May our heart be filled with Christ’s love to this extent. It has far-
reaching effects in our relationships with those around us. Whether in family, 
church life, or in interactions in our communities, God is a God of 
relationship. He loves to express His love in wonderful ways. May we as His 
people express His love to its fullest and greatest degree. Praise the Lord 
charity never faileth! 
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others

The staff girls 



EXPANSION OF MINISTRY BY  NATHANIEL GINGERICH 

            We’re excited about the ways God has been moving and enabling the ministry at Aquila 
Villa.  As a board we have spent the last year keenly aware of the tremendous needs that 
continue around us.  Many times there are young ladies who are interested in the opportunity 
to join the family at Aquila Villa, but the wait time of 8-12 months is too long.  The family-
centered environment of Aquila Villa has proven to be very helpful for many who have spent 
time as a resident.  To maintain such an environment we have limited the number of residents 
to four.  This means that any expansion of the ministry necessitates a replication since it is not 
scalable. 
              Imagine our excitement this summer when Mel’s next door neighbor decided, after 34 
years, to sell and move to Florida.  We spent months praying and seeking both direction and 
support. We’ve been blessed by how God has enabled and we’re now looking at six months of 
preparation as we consider an early summer opening of Aquila Villa #2.  The property could 
hardly be better suited for the work that God has planned for it. It will nicely support two 
resident girls, a matron, along with the assistant administrative couple.  We’re also looking to 
start a new ministry of walk-in counseling to further extend care and support.  The six-stall 
horse barn has generated lots of excitement among the current residents and staff of Aquila 
Villa. As a board we’re still discussing its future potential, and will be sharing more about this 
in a future newsletter.
              God’s timing is always perfect and we praise Him for this great blessing and 
responsibility.  Our foremost concern and prayer is that God would clearly speak to and move 
the couple whom He has prepared to be assistant administrators. We’d be blessed if that 
couple would be ready to start training in February.  Our staffing needs include a matron and 
we’re deep in prayer that God would fill both roles.  Please join us in prayer as we seek God’s 
will in these matters.
              There are many opportunities in which your help is appreciated.  Not only have we 
extended our financial obligations, and so are in need of more financial support, 
but furnishings for the home will be needed as well as other startup costs.  We expect the next 
few years will include lots of hard work, much as the first years of Aquila Villa did, but we are 
looking forward to seeing God’s redemptive heart at work in the lives of the hurting.  Your 
continued support and involvement of this ministry is such a blessing. We will be providing a 
list of needs for the startup effort and if you are interested in contributing towards a specific 
item see the included insert and reach out to Hannah at the Aquila Villa office via text/call at
(717) 475-8038 or email aquilavillagirlsministry@gmail.com
              This is not our ministry but God’s ministry, and we actively wait on Him.  Please 
prayerfully consider how God may be moving you to be a part of His ministry at Aquila Villa.  
May God’s name be glorified!
 

Playing games 

Sunflower field 

At a restaurant on vacation 

Enjoying the B&B cabin 

Walking in the woods

Pinata at the 
board supper 

Event mealtime

Father-daughter banquet 

Banquet 
dessert 
table 

Foxboro bed & breakfast 
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About the Next Door Property

   We are preparing to furnish the property next door that we recently 
purchased. As was explained in the article written by our board member 
on the previous page if you are desiring to contribute, it can be in actual 
furnishings or in monetary form. 
   If you are considering giving actual furnishings we would like you to 
contact Hannah, our domestics staff member, at (717) 475-8038 or email 
at aquilavillagirlsministry@gmail.com  she will be organizing the items 
that are needed as well as trying to make sure the furniture in each room  
coordinates. When giving monetarily feel free to specify what you want to 
sponsor. The house came with appliances so we don’t need any besides a 
chest freezer. The items, whether donated or sponsored, will be owned by 
the ministry. Thank you for your interest in regards to this new venture, 
it’s much appreciated! 

● Couches 
● Folding tables and chairs
● Dinning room table and chairs
● Exercise machines
● Bedroom suites and/or individual pieces
● Ping pong table
● Desks
● Stuffed chairs
● Sewing machines
● Book cases
● Chest Freezer
● Coffee tables
● Office chairs
● Bosch Mixer
● Picnic tables

Mel & Barbie with Joe & Connie, 
our neighbors that sold the house

The house from the 
yard area below

The dinning room area and beyond 
is the kitchen, the sliding glass doors 
go to a porch facing the lake

The living room/family room  we 
are thinking of  incorporating 
part of it into a study area

From the driveway of our existing home, 
you can see the neighboring property 
across the garden and a pasture 

The side of the house where 
the driveway comes in at

mailto:aquilavillagirlsministry@gmail.com


This is how the horse 
stalls look inside the 
barn This is looking from the barn down 

toward the house

The view of the lake out the living room 
(pictured left) and dinning room area, 
we plan to take down 2 of those trees 

This is another living room, it has a 
nice built in fireplace and book shelf

This hall way area we plan to 
make a craft room area, the doors 
on the left are 2 of the girls roomsThe laundry room 

The horse barn has 6 stalls, and is nicely 
set up with a hay storage upstairs



STAFF REPORT BY HANNAH

RESIDENTS CORNER BY BETHANY

Hello to you all. This morning in my devotions I read from Psalm 57. Verse one caught 

my attention. In my own words, “God, will you be merciful to me, because my soul (mind, will, 

and emotions) trusts in you.” Sometimes because of a circumstance, my mind (thoughts), will, 

or emotions want to run “wild”, but if I consciously  make an effort to hide and take refuge in 

the shadow of God’s wings, things turn out differently. 

I experienced this last evening. I needed to run to God, taking my thoughts captive and 

not go into old thought patterns which would have brought me to the wrong conclusion. It was 

a fight. A lot of our battles are the thoughts we entertain in our minds. 

My time here at Aquila Villa has looked a lot different than I thought. The journey to 

security and victory in Christ has been difficult and painful. I have learned much, yet there is 

still much to learn. When I think back to some of the painful times, when I felt so raw and the 

hurt cut so deep, they were times of weeping, but they were sweet because God was there. He 

was close! I want to thank y'all for your prayers and support!

-Bethany

Hey everyone! Since the regular update article is a little different this time I decided to 

fill you in on a few of our activities the last while.

Mid-summer we went on our annual vacation, this time to a lovely bed and breakfast 

near Selinsgrove, PA called Foxboro bed and breakfast. We enjoyed relaxing while playing 

games, reading, mini golfing, taking walks, us girls went swimming, chatting, and spending 

time together. 

We had a couple of events including a regional Beachy ministers meeting, a  mother-

daughter tea party, hosting our board and advisory committee for an appreciation supper,  

the benefit auction, and the father-daughter banquet.

We had some extra ‘excitement’ one Wednesday morning while most of the others were 

upstairs studying I was getting ready to go grocery shopping and we heard a tremendous 

rumble, I thought it was just thunder, but when I went outside to leave I was quite astonished  

to discover 2/3 of our big oak tree in the back yard was now ON THE VAN I was planning to 

use!! Of course everyone came running out to see it and I took a different car that morning... 

We are very thankful for Gods protection that no one was hurt! Especially since it was in an 

area we frequently spend time in and walk through! And also we were grateful that the van 

was repairable! Some of our church families came and helped us get it all cleaned up before 

the father-daughter banquet that was planned for that very weekend!

Some other interesting things lately included enjoying a corn maze one evening, we 

raised 3 orphaned kittens, made sushi, decorated the porch with pumpkins for fall, 2 girls 

graduated which means new girls come to join us, and us staff girls went kayaking with one of 

our advisory members daughters. Our garden did really well this year so we spent a few  days 

freezing corn, making and canning tomato juice, salsa, and egg plant curry. And of course we 

had all the normal activities around here like studying, teaching, and such. Thanks for your 

interest in our lives and work here!  

Hoping to complete the corn maze

Corn freezing day

The buried van

Meditation time 

Garden produce  

We will be at REACH 2022 March 24-25, 2022

REACH brings together conservative Anabaptist ministries and Kingdom 
workers from all walks of life. Join us for this two-day program that includes 97 
breakout sessions to support and equip people in ministry and all those with a 
desire for service. Over 50 participating ministries share their vision in focus 
sessions and displays. General sessions tie the event together with sermons, 
singing, and prayer. All are welcome!

Location: Calvary Church, 1051 Landis Road, Lancaster, PA 17601
Read more information and register: fbep.org/reach-2022

The benefit auction

Announcement!



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For an assistant administrative 

couple for the home next door.

For additional staffing needed by 

spring of next year.

For wisdom for Mel & Barbie and 

the board during this time of 

transition and training.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For the 2 young ladies who 

graduated in the last 3 months. 

For God’s merciful kindness in 

meeting our financial needs.

For God’s protection with the tree 

that fell on the van.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman Old Order Amish 

717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary  Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

 

Priscilla Neudorf, Matron 

Kayla Stoltzfus, Matron 

Hannah Smith, Domestics 
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