
Plan for Growth 
By Mark King

     Each year when spring arrives the countryside and fields come alive with 
activity as people prepare the soil in hope of another bountiful yield. Farmers 
apply fertilizer and other key ingredients to the fields so the soil has energy to 
bring forth the desired increase. When a baby is born into this world it will 
soon be placed on a scale so the birth weight can be documented. Also, the 
baby will be measured for length so it can be recorded. Over the next months 
there will be more weight and measurements recorded to assure us the child 
is experiencing the normal expected growth. In the natural we expect growth. 
May it be our fields, our gardens, our children, our business’, or our 
ministries, we expect growth and increase. 

   How is it in our spiritual lives? Do I anticipate an increase? Do I take time to 
evaluate (measure) how my faith in God has grown during this past year? Do 
I trust Him more when life brings challenges I did not expect? 

   To walk with God as He would have us to, we must have faith. Hebrews 11:6 
says; “Without faith it is impossible to please God”. So, then faith is a key 
ingredient. We find instruction in II Peter 1 for things we should add to our 
faith... To add things means there will be an increase. There are seven things 
listed here that we are to add to our faith;
Virtue: Moral excellence; good and beneficial qualities. 
Knowledge: Knowing God’s will for me. 
Temperance: To be moderate; self-controlled. 
Patience: Capable of bearing affliction calmly. 
Godliness: Embracing what God wants from us. 
Brotherly kindness: Real heartfelt kindness. 
Charity: Deep, genuine love. Love that makes a difference in our lives and 
how we relate to others. 

   Verse 8 gives the assurance that if these qualities are active in our life, we 
will be flourishing in our knowledge of the Lord Jesus. Faith alone is dead 
according to what is written in the book of James. If we have faith there will 
be works that follow. Faith is what enables us to be connected with God, and 
our obedience (works) is what enables us to stay connected with God. 

   One of the purposes of Aquila Villa is to help young ladies grow in their faith 
and walk with the Lord Jesus. It’s truly a blessing to see the change that 
happens when a girl finds freedom from past hurts and failure. And then to 
see their faith grow and increase. 

   How is it with you? Is your walk with the Lord more meaningful than it was 
1 year ago, or 5 years ago? Are you experiencing growth? To grow in faith 
brings boundless blessings! May we all plan for growth as we seek to know 
God better.
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others



ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE BY  MELVIN ESH

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious 

unto thee, the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace Num. 6:24-26. This is a 

prayer that is frequently prayed for those in our home. As priests of the Lord in our homes, we, like 

Aaron and his sons, are able to bless those under our care. What a privilege and high calling this is!

At Aquila Villa we endeavor to work together as a team. As administration and staff, we have a 

lengthy meeting every half year to discuss the progress of the work. My wife and I invite 

constructive criticism, and also encouragement in areas where we’re doing well. During this time, 

we also plan out the next half year’s schedule and events. We find this very beneficial. The last 

meeting stands out as the best one we’ve had so far. We discussed things in depth and came to a 

good place of understanding. Now we’re able to move forward in numerous fronts with a common 

understanding and goal. It’s no wonder scripture in Heb. 13:16 says that to do good and to 

communicate forget not: for which such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

This month and the last part of June we are experiencing a matron change. Lydia Fisher has 

served for 2 ½ years here at Aquila Villa, what a joy she has been to the ministry and home! We 

will never forget her positive attitude towards most everything she did. For me, I’ll always 

remember her excited tone of voice in whatever responsibility she had or was given. She will be  

missed! 

Kayla Stoltzfus, 25, from Harmony, NC is the new matron and has committed herself to a year 

of service. We are very excited to have her serving with us. A new face is always a blessing! 

Welcome Kayla! 

Part of the training the new staff receives is overlapping with each other for 2 weeks. The first 

week the former matron leads out and the new one shadows her and learns from observing, as well 

as several training sessions with my wife and I as administrators. The former matron is then 

available the second week to observe how things are going and answer any questions for the new 

matron. We have found this training method successful and a real blessing! 

As for spring and summer activities, we had a few days of vacation at the end of May. We 

enjoyed this time together while we took a ride to see the ocean, had a cook out evening, and 

camped out in our back yard. Girls always like shopping so we did some of that as well:) 

We also did extensive spring mulching; this is fun but takes time and effort. We were all glad 

when it was finished. Besides our property, we helped out our parents, a neighbor, an aunt of mine, 

and our church mission house property. We were mulched out by the end of all! Besides an event at 

the end of May and a chicken pie fundraiser this makes up the major part of the bigger things that 

took place this spring.

We enjoy each other. We’re happy in the Lord! It’s such a joy to know our God! And when we 

get weary, His promise is always, I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 

contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 

ones. Praise be to our living God!

Mulching 

Fresh pizza 

Picking Mulberries  

Picnic supper 

Register now!



STAFF REPORT BY LYDIA

RESIDENTS CORNER BY ASHLEY

Take thou my hand, O Father, and lead thou me, until my journey endeth, eternally. Alone I will not 

wander one single day; be thou my true companion and with me stay. O cover with thy mercy my poor weak 

heart! Let every thought rebellious from me depart. Permit thy child to linger here at thy feet, and blindly trust 

thy goodness with faith complete. Tho naught of thy great power may move my soul, with thee thru night and 

darkness I reach the goal. Take, then, my hands, O Father, and lead thou me, until my journey endeth 

eternally.

This song has been a real blessing to me. If I feel like I’m slipping into discouragement God will reach out 

and take my hand. The last few months I learned a lot. God has been teaching me to wait before making 

decisions or going ahead without His leading. I learned God will not always answer my prayers right away. I’m 

thankful for God’s leading this past year. Thank you all for your prayers! God bless each one of you!    -Ashley 

Hello to all of you this beautiful summer day! 

“For thou art great, and doest wondrous things, thou art God alone.” Psalms 86:10 This verse 

really sums up how I feel about my experiences as a matron the last 2 ½ years. As I'm writing this, 

it’s the last week before I leave and there are so many mixed emotions that come with that. There 

have been a number of very difficult moments when I wondered how I can go on and then also 

moments of intense joy when a girl broke through to victory. God has taught me so much through 

every experience and for that I’m so grateful. As I look back and think of some of the major things 

that God has taught me, I think of the incredible blessing that it has been to me to be able to be 

under godly authority who believed in me and spoke worth and affirmation into my heart even when 

I didn’t believe in myself. It taught me that God really can use anyone who has a heart surrendered 

to the Lord. Another big thing has been just simply becoming more secure in who God is and who 

He’s created me to be as a daughter of the King of Kings. That journey hasn’t been easy and I still 

have so much to learn, but God has been so good through it all!

As I look at moving on from here, some things that I will always treasure is time spent together 

as a family, praying and working together with the other staff, crying out to the Lord for His 

strength to keep on loving and ministering when it felt like I had no more left to give, and seeing 

Him come through time and time again. Aquila Villa will always have a special place in my heart. 

God bless each of you who support this ministry!               -Sincerely, Lydia Fisher

WELCOME 

FAREWELL 

Matron Lydia Fisher after 
2 ½ years of service! 

Matron Kayla Stoltzfus 
from Harmony, NC!

A lamb we bottle
 raised

Study timeCounseling session 
with Barbie 



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

That God would give grace and 

wisdom to Kayla, the new 

matron.

That God would bless Lydia in the 

next calling he has for her.

For the resident girls under our 

care. 

For wisdom to us as administrators 

in guiding the home.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For God’s word that has such a 

powerful effect in the lives of 

the young ladies in our home.

For continued grace and wisdom 

thru difficult times

For a very supportive board.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman Old Order Amish 

717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary  Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

 

Priscilla Neudorf, Matron 

Kayla Stoltzfus, Matron 

Hannah Smith, Domestics 

Sarah Grace Lloyd, Part time
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