
Care 
By Quentin Weaver

    What all goes through your mind when you see that word? Does your mind 
go back to when you were a child and somebody cared about you? My mind 
goes back when I was 7 years old. My older brother was killed by a stray bullet 
while deer hunting. Lots of people showed care. I remember somebody gave 
me something when they came through the viewing line. I don’t remember 
what it was or who it was, but I do remember how it made me feel. It is said 
that how you make someone feel is more important than having all the right 
answers. What means the most to others is how much you care.

    Wouldn’t it be freedom to just not care so much. Some people like to say “I 
don’t care”. It seems to be their pet phrase to get out of an undesirable 
situation or to escape reality. But is that possible? It depends if the old farm 
truck gets another dent or something else trivial, but having the “I don’t care” 
attitude toward serious situations is saying you care a lot about yourself.

    Ephesians 5:29 “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church. That verse is saying it is our 
instinct to care for ourselves.

    1 Corinthians 12:25 “That there should be no schism in the body but that 
the members should have the same care one for another.” The verses 
surrounding that verse compares the function of the human body with how 
the body of Christ should function. If we get a splinter in our little finger, the 
rest of the body comes to its aid. Our legs, although big and powerful 
compared to our finger, stops what they are doing. All the able parts work 
together to bring relief to the finger. I think the “I don’t care” attitude is man’s 
feeble efforts to manage stress and kick into survival mode because the load 
becomes unbearable. The non-Christian turns to all kinds of vices and 
addictions to try to get some relief.

    Now I am ready to ask the most important question. Does Jesus care? My 
mother had asked for the song with the same title to be sung at her funeral. 
The song answers that question very profoundly. My personal testimony also 
answers “Yes”. What is your answer to that question? Will we trust Jesus if we 
don’t believe that He does? 1Peter 5:7 “Casting all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you.” Jesus is inviting all of humanity to look to Him. I have a 
motto that says’ I asked Jesus, “How much do you love me?” And Jesus said, 
“This much.” Then He spread His arms and died for me.’

    I think there is a place called Aquila Villa because somebody cared. Most of 
all it is because Jesus cares. May God receive honor and glory for all that He is 
doing at Aquila Villa!
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others



ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE BY  MELVIN ESH

Greetings in Jesus Name! What lovely spring weather! It is such a joy and blessing to see new 

growth and the earth reviving after a long winter. Truly we serve a blessed and awesome Creator!

Here at Aquila Villa one of the joys of our home and family is that of working and playing 

together. This winter we went sledding and skating. This spring it’s preparing the flower beds for 

mulching. We have many various interactions in these ways. This is one of the highlights of our 

home.

This winter our weekend schedule was quite full with various events. Some of these included 

family and friends who came to celebrate someone’s 80th birthday, two couples’ nights, and a men’s 

retreat, which was our third year hosting this group, of 40-45 men who came in for the weekend. 

The retreat started Friday evening when we served them an evening meal. They came back on 

Saturday morning for donuts and coffee, after which we served breakfast at 8:00, and a light lunch 

around noon. And most recently, we enjoyed hosting the Church at Cross Keys ministry team. This 

is our matron Lydia’s home church leadership. The evening was a blessing as we interacted with 

them and their families.  We enjoy these events, from the couples laughing together to the men’s 

discussions around the tables. Events are a lot of work for the young ladies, but so rewarding to see 

the guests  thoroughly enjoying themselves. 

One of the things we are very grateful for here at Aquila Villa is the discipleship and 

accountability groups that these girls are under when they come into our home. This is a 

tremendous asset to the ministry. The pastor together with the parents and the daughter who has 

applied to come into the ministry needs to have this group in place at the time of the interview. 

Often it is in the form of a couple or two and also a sister or two in the church. The purpose is to help 

the girl and her parents during the waiting time and also for follow-up after a young lady has 

graduated from Aquila Villa. She is required to keep a strong connection to this group during her 

stay in our home.

It is such a blessing for us to also be able to have a strong connection to the group. Once a 

month we give a report both in a verbal way and also in documented form. Many of these have 

become  friends to my wife and I. We reach out to them for assistance in prayer, fasting, and support 

in various other ways with the girls under our care. This has been a powerful dynamic! 

Other than that, things continue on as normal. Ministry, project time, events, and family time 

are basically what makes up the ministry. It’s such a joy to be co-laborers together with Christ and 

see changes taking place. Sometimes it is gradual, other times breakthroughs, sometimes it’s 

deliverance from bondage, and many times it’s just simply being cleansed and sanctified from sin. 

To God be all the glory for He alone is worthy! Thank you for all your support, prayers, and 

gifts! It is deeply appreciated! 

Skating together

Relaxing in the family 
room during an event

A Birthday 
Party

Sunday afternoon visiting

Ready for a birthday party event Preparing sandwiches 

Couples 
night

A Men’s retreat 
Working in the kitchen



STAFF REPORT BY PRISCILLA

RESIDENTS CORNER BY KELSEY

In shady green pastures so rich and so sweet, God leads His dear children along. Where the 

waters cool flow bathe the weary one’s feet, God leads His dear children along. Some through the 

water, some through the flood, some through the fire, but all through the blood. Some through great 

sorrow, but God gives a song, in the night season and all the day long.

The song has been a reminder to me that even when the future looks foggy or I cringe at what 

God may ask of me if I say “yes,” I’ve learned that if I can trust him and cling to His hand in faith, 

He will lead me through the unknown. I don’t need to be shaken by the fire or floods around me 

because I can rest by the streams that bring peace and refreshment to my soul and spirit that only 

he can give. But when I refuse to say ‘yes’ to God I'm still in a battle, only against Him, instead of 

with Him.

Another thing God has been teaching me here at Aquila Villa in the last few months is that 

sometimes He doesn’t answer my prayers how I want or think they should be answered. Instead, He 

chooses first to take me through the fire to see if I will truly seek him with ALL of my heart even 

when it doesn’t make sense?! But when I look back after I've come through it, I realize how God has 

used it to also draw me closer into his presence. So, I’m very thankful for God’s faithfulness, mercy, 

and patience with me as he works on my heart to help me understand His character more clearly. 

Thank you all for your prayers! May God bless you for caring! -Kelsey

“Leaving yesterday behind…” This has been on my mind a lot lately and what all it holds. 

Looking back on 2020, it wasn’t an easy year for a lot of people, and there’s still sickness, depression, 

etc. that many are still needing to overcome, and for others its been a struggle to leave these things 

behind. We still have clear reminders of many types of colors, styles, and shapes of something 

covering parts of our faces. Further more we still see the effects of it in society. 

  However, for some there’s a lot more to ‘leaving yesterday behind’ then just last year. Quite a 

few have years of sin, pain, hurt, and shame to leave behind, and sometimes it can take days, weeks, 

months, and even years to leave it all behind. What’s encouraging though is that we don’t just have to 

leave it behind, but we can bring all our sin, shame, hurt and pain to the cross and leave it at the feet 

of the One who was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, and upon whom is the 

chastisement of our peace, and by who’s stripes we are healed. (Isa 53:5) This is a little insight that I 

have as a matron walking alongside the girls here. I have to remind myself it’s not always easy, and 

this is something I need encourage them in as well. It’s a great joy when they come to a place of giving 

everything to Jesus! 

   It’s a pleasure to walk along side of the girls in their spiritual lives, but I also enjoy having 

them as friends. I also am blessed working alongside of an amazing staff as we endeavor to further 

God’s Kingdom. We make a lot of memories, whether it’s playing games, having good conversations, 

or just simply reading and journaling together. Each one makes part of the whole of Aquila Villa, and 

we all are in our different journeys of ‘leaving yesterday behind’ and looking to Jesus!      

  -Priscilla 

Birthday mail:) 

The annual 
Aquila Villa 

Benefit 
Auction will 
be on Friday, 
August 28th 

more details 
will be in the 

next 
newsletter!

Shopping with Hannah 

Workbook review 

Singing in the evening



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For a new matron that is needed by 

mid-June.

For strength and stamina for the 

staff of Aquila Villa

For the girls discipleship and 

accountability groups.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For the mighty hand of God at 

work in deliverance from 

bondage.

For 2 young ladies who graduated 

within the last 3 months.

For a wonderful and supportive 

staff who continues to be a 

tremendous blessing to the 

ministry.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman Old Order Amish 

717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary  Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

Lydia Fisher, Matron 

Priscilla Neudorf, Matron 

Hannah Smith, Domestics 

Sarah Grace Lloyd, Part time
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