
Seeing Clearly Through Difficult Times
By Mel Esh

   In Mark 8:22-26 we read the story about the blind man who Jesus healed. In 
no other account do we read of Jesus touching someone twice before the 
individual was made totally whole. We see that the first time this mans eyes 
were touched he saw in a haze. The second time he saw everything clearly.
   I believe there is a lesson here for us. In the following verses we see Jesus 
asking His disciples who others were saying He was. Then He asked His 
disciples, but whom do ye say that I am? Simon Peter in his characteristically 
bold manner declared, thou art the Christ!
   In verses 31-33 we see quite another turn of events. Jesus began to share with 
His disciples how the Son of man must suffer many things, be rejected of the 
elders, chief priests, and scribes, and finally be killed. Suddenly this disciple 
who had openly professed and declared that Jesus was the Christ began to 
rebuke his Master. So much that Jesus had to rebuke Satan working through 
Peter. What happened with the disciple who just a little earlier made such a 
blessed and bold declaration?
   It is apparent Peter, did not like the thought of suffering. He didn’t like to 
hear his Master describe the sufferings He was going to  experience. And most 
likely, Peter didn’t like the thought that he would ever need to suffer. 
   We see Peter later after the Son of God was taken captive at Gethesame and 
brought into Pilate’s hall, becoming very cowardly and fearful. Earlier Peter had 
boldly stated that he was ready to go with Christ into prison, and to death. 
When he began to see the suffering of his Lord, he denied being identified with 
and even knowing Him. 
   What happened? Peter had made a bold profession of knowing Christ and 
being His disciple, which he truly was, but Peter’s sight wasn’t clear. He 
shuddered at the thought of suffering, and did everything he could to dissuade 
Christ. Peter’s profession in both instances was beautiful, but when it came 
right down to it, Peter was afraid of suffering and chose rather to deny his Lord.
   In these days the call of Christ is still the same, for each one of us who profess 
to be a follower of Christ. The call to each disciple is to deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow Him. Choices we make today effect tomorrow. Your choices 
today may hinder you from seeing clearly tomorrow. If we have difficulty 
standing today because of peer, social, and business pressures, how will we 
stand tomorrow when we’re asked to deny Christ or be persecuted for His sake.
   Thankfully Peter repented for denying his Lord and became a changed man. 
In the book of Acts we not only see him being the first to boldly proclaim the 
gospel to a Christ rejecting nation, but we see him throughout these chapters 
and in the 2 epistles he wrote, embracing suffering for the cause of Christ. Peter 
now saw very clearly, so clearly, we understand from history, he felt himself 
unworthy to be crucified upright like his Master, but asked to be crucified 
upside down.
   Brother and sister, let us gird up the loins of our mind, denying ourselves, and 
taking up His cross daily. Through this we will be enabled to see clearly and be 
prepared for what may come tomorrow and the difficult things that lie ahead. 
Let us be those who have our lamps trimmed and burning.
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others



ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE BY  BARBIE ESH

Fall of 2020, what a beautiful time of year!  I have a hard time deciding my favorite season. Definitely 

some of my favorite earth tone colors are the beautiful leaves falling everywhere, cider, pumpkins, hot 

drinks, straw bales and corn shocks. So pretty! Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise Him all 

creatures here below! That's what I want to do with my life!
   We would like to express appreciation to each one of our wonderful board and advisory members. We 
are indebted to each one. The time, prayers, interest, and advice is so appreciated. Over the years we have 
gotten to know them and their families well and enjoy times we have spent together. This summer we 
invited all of them with their families for a cookout. We thoroughly enjoyed the games, food, fellowship, 
and storytelling that gave us some really good laughs.
   In late August we had Aquila Villa’s third benefit auction here at Aquila Villa instead of Bareville Fire 
Company. Everyone seemed to really enjoy it, so we will probably continue to do it here in the future. 
Activity started about 1:00 when board members arrived to set up tables, take care of electric hookups, 
organizing, etc. We had quite a lot of things gathered that people donated, plus the girls had made lots of 
pebble art plaques and till we got everything out to the tent plus what the board members brought, by 
3:00 we already had quite a number of things to sell.
   The girls helped Leroy Smucker's wife Annie make 200 subs, and Ben Kauffman, a brother from our 
congregation did the barbecue chicken. Youth for Truth  did hamburgers, fries, etc. There was also an ice 
cream stand with soft serve ice cream and milkshakes. By 5:00 the crowd still looked slim and it started to 
rain. Despite the rain, people kept coming. There were baked goods galore and more items kept coming till 
the tables were overflowing. The auction started with a bang at 5:30. The clouds broke and the sun came 
out. Praise God! Auctioneer Elvin Stoltzfus and his team kept it very lively and fun. At about 9:30 pm. the 
last items were sold. We were all very thankful for how the sale went. Thank you to all who gave and made 
it a blessed time. We already look forward to next year!
  In September we all went to the Smoky mountains for this year’s vacation with everyone here at Aquila 
Villa. We left early Monday morning around 3 am and traveled for a few hours then stopped for our 
traditional Cracker Barrel breakfast. Later we stopped in Wytheville, Virginia to surprise one of our 
graduates at the coffee shop where she works. That was special. Towards evening we got to our cabin, close 
to Pigeon Forge, where we stayed till Thursday morning. We enjoyed the cabin experience, cooking, 
resting, and sightseeing around the area. A few places we went were Clingmans Dome, Historic 
Gatlinburg, and Parrot Mountain. I think most of us would say that Parrot Mountain was one of our 
favorite stops. There were lots of different parrots in very beautiful surroundings.
   We stayed at a motel Thursday night and the next day Mel took us to a couple different places to shop, 
bless his heart! We then headed to Wytheville to spend time with the Gingerich family in the beautiful 
scenic hills of Virginia. We so enjoyed our time with them, they were amazing hosts. A few highlights there 
were the good fellowship with the people they invited over, the Saturday evening scenic ride, and climbing 
up a 200+ step fire tower , from the top of it you could see 4 states!
   We attended the Light of Hope Christian Fellowship in the Wytheville area. We also had a program there 
Sunday evening. We left for home Monday morning and had a good time traveling and chattering. We got 
home around 6 pm.
   Thank you for your prayers for the work here at Aquila Villa. It is not always easy but God has promised 
He will never leave us, no matter what. Let us work until He comes. God bless all of you!

Relaxing at the cabin

Enjoying the scenic Smokies

Holding real parrots

Feeding the birds

Visiting at the 
Gingerich's

The auction setup in 
the back yard

Selling some of the pebble 
art the girls made

Making subs for
 the auction 



STAFF REPORT BY HANNAH

RESIDENT’S CORNER BY JUDITH

Matthew  7:7-8  “Ask and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 

and it shall be opened unto you. For everyone that asketh recieveth; and he that 

seeketh findeth and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”

I am finding this time at Aquila Villa to be a spiritual and uplifting journey. I 

had asked God to help me grow and He opened the doors for me to come here. 

Sometimes when all seems dismal a light appears on the horizon.

I want to express my appreciation for the input Mel, Barbie, and Lydia (my 

matron) have made and are still making in my life. God knew I needed someone 

wiser than myself. 

One thing that I like the best is the evenings when we are all together, playing 

games, watching documentaries, or relaxing and chatting in the living room. It’s 

special to get to see a little into the lives of others.

I really enjoy taking care of the herb garden. To see the little green shoots 

growing thrills my heart and makes me realize that God is in control of my life as 

well.

So saying I will ‘keep up the good fight of faith’ till my race is run. 

  -Judith

Well, it’s my turn to write in the newsletter again and I really wasn’t sure what to 

write about ‘cuz I already told you what I do the last time. So I prayed about it and 

decided I’ll tell you a little about me. 

My name is Hannah, I am 21, and just in case you didn’t see the article I wrote 

about my job, I’ll just give a quick recap. My job title is Domestics and I do lots of 

different things around here, house work, yard work, shopping, wash the towels and 

breakfast dishes, make the newsletters, bake bread and granola, and lots of random 

things that come up throughout the day.

I love the out of doors, especially the woods and farm chores ;) My favorite time of 

year is Fall time when the cool crisp breezy air makes it feel like you can shake off any 

heavy feelings and feel invigorated! In my spare time I enjoy being with my friends, 

scrap booking, a little side hobby business as a Lemongrass Spa consultant, making new 

friends, and just being with people! I am a very social bug type of girl.

I used to think it was these super people who had some kind of an extra amazing 

talent that worked at ministries and did things like this, but really all it takes is someone 

that is willing to go and serve God for the good of others! We are just normal, common, 

everyday people:) God bless you as you serve where ever He calls you! And I appreciate 

all the prayers you offer for us as we work here!                        ~Hannah Joy

Round table ping-pong

Celebrating Lydia's birthday 

Our board members 

Cookout picnic 
with our board 
and their families



WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For God’s continued grace upon 

Mel & Barbie as they 

administrate the home.

For the young lady who graduated 

in early October.

For the next girl coming into our 

home shortly.

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For a blessed vacation together as a 

home and family.

For a very successful benefit 

auction.

For a board of directors that are 

such a blessing and joy.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman Old Order Amish 

717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary  Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

Lydia Fisher, Matron 

Priscilla Neudorf, Matron 

Hannah Smith, Domestics 

Sarah Grace Lloyd, Part time
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