
Why is Having Faith so Important
By Leroy Smucker

    We are blessed with so much! Do we stop and think about what all God 
blessed us with? We thank God for the work He does at Aquila Villa. It’s a 
pleasure to be part of the ministry.
    
    Why is faith so important?  Romans 5:1-3 Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also 
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

   Sometimes when things don’t go according to our plans, we lose faith, not 
only in ourselves, but also in our lives 
  
   Faith at its core is deep rooted in the expectation of the good things to 
come. It goes beyond hope. While much of hope lives in the mind, faith is 
steeped in the heart and spirit. It can’t be explained away by reason or be 
understood through a single dimension.

    Faith isn’t just a notion that some people hold onto in tough times, faith is 
an important element to all humans lives on earth. Life is precious, but it can 
also be remarkably difficult at times. Faith is what helps to get us through, 
illuminating the pathway in times of darkness, helping to give us strength in 
times of weakness. Without faith we are nothing.

   Without faith we couldn’t expect that things would turn out all right for us 
no matter what the situation might be.

    Going thru life and all of its up and downs can take a toll on us. At times 
it’s enough to make us question our very existence. But through all of the 
trials and tribulations we might face, it is faith that gives us that helping 
hand. It works to guide us in the right direction, moving us forwards and 
allowing us to discover our purpose in life.

   Everything in life is far easier to get through when we have faith. It’s the 
guiding light that helps us push towards our purpose.  Never give up on your 
hopes and your dreams just because you faced some initial sebacks. Lean on 
faith as often as possible and you’ll soon come realize why having faith is so 
important in life.

   Thank You for your prayers and support!
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Aquila Villa is structured to minister to girls from homes that believe and 
adhere to the 1963 Mennonite Confession of Faith. 

We desire to see hurting girls brought into spiritual freedom and life in Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray for this ministry to our Anabaptist community.

 
Aquila Villa  is operating under a Board of Directors, and also has an 

advisory committee. 
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Vision 
     To bring girls who are struggling 
into fulfillment and purpose in Jesus 
Christ 

Mission
     To help them deal with and work 
through life dominating problems 
     To give them loving nurture, 
discipleship, and care
     To help them learn and value 
discipline and purposeful living 
through a structured home setting 
     To give them vision and 
understanding of the joy of blessing 
and serving others



ADMINISTRATOR’S UPDATE BY  MEL & BARBIE ESH

Greetings to all in Jesus’ Name. The Name above all names, and in Him we are more than conquerors through 

Him that loved us.

The past few months here left us in wonder and awe at the mighty power of our God. 

In the last newsletter update we had just entered into COVID-19 in our nation. I began to realize that this could 

be threatening to our home in a few ways. Number one: We, at that time, had a few girls with immune systems that 

weren't the best. Number 2: My wife and I are getting older. Number 3: I really didn’t want to see anyone get sick 

through acquiring this virus. So, I simply asked God to protect our home and He really has. We praise His Name!

However, during the month of May my wife’s 86-year-old father was diagnosed with COVID-19. My wife, being 

in and out at her parents’ home, was exposed to the virus. We decided it would be best if she would quarantine 

herself in her parents’ home, which she did. Mary Esh, a former matron of ours, has been living with my wife’s 

parents and also quarantined with them. So, for 18 days I was left to administrate the home here at Aquila Villa 

without my wife. Barbie ended up testing positive as well as her mother and Mary. Mary was ill for about a week. 

My wife and her 89-year-old mother had milder cases. 

Our very supportive board and advisory committee held us up in prayer. I don't think I ever felt the power of 

prayer like I did during that time. I could tell I was being held up by God’s mighty power and that underneath were 

the everlasting arms. We praise and bless the name of the Lord for His sustaining grace!

During the time my wife was quarantining at her parents’ home, my own Dad was diagnosed positive for 

COVID-19. My mother likewise had to be hospitalized, she was diagnosed with bacterial pneumonia. Even though 

she tested negative for COVID-19, we’re fairly convinced she had the virus. I was especially concerned for my 

mother as she has asthmatic problems. Through prayers I believe God took care of the COVID-19 side of things 

and she was left with the pneumonia. My parents both spent time in the hospital for a few days and were released.

As Mel shared, this was a very challenging time, but God was in it and His faithfulness was and is so amazing. 

We almost lost my Dad, but God gave him back to us. Many prayers went up for him. He is recovering very well 

and is a walking miracle! We’re so grateful to all who lifted us up during that time. 

I am also grateful to the girls here for being flexible and patient… this time was not easy for them either. We 

enjoyed small interactions almost every day. They would take turns dropping off groceries, or meals, on our 

doorstep. And surprises like coffee drinks and Mel crawling out of the car trunk :) too funny! 

The day I was to return to Aquila Villa, Mel came to get me with a super decorated truck! Balloons, streamers, 

and writing all over! It was special! The girls met us with smiles, party poppers, cheers, confetti, and a wonderful 

welcome home breakfast. I felt loved!

In early July, Mel and I went for a week getaway to a beautiful Bed and Breakfast for a time of refreshment. I felt 

myself unwind after the past months experience. I was so refreshed reading, resting, and spending lots of time in 

the pond.

We are enjoying having company again now that things have opened up a bit more. We basically had no events 

in the past few months due to COVID-19. This weekend we plan to have the Board and Advisory committee and 

their families for a cookout.

I'm kept busy doing book work, organizing the house, spending individual time with the girls, counseling, and 

lots of other things. Even though things are not always easy, I rejoice in God’s goodness. I’m so thankful He is with 

us and we don't have to do it alone. 

We continue to enjoy our home, ministry times, project times, and family times. We are rejoicing in the Lord as 

a family. Thank you for all your love, support, and prayers! God bless each one of you!

Supper on the lake

Using a coffee shop gift card

Painting the fence

Enjoying a summer evening
Mother’s day breakfast

Fun at the strawberry patch

Playing a word puzzle gameSpring Mulching



RESIDENT’S CORNER BY LAURA

    And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. -Romans 8:28
  I am thankful for my time here at Aquila Villa. I see it as a season in my life, a time where it is good that 
I am here and learn more about God. I see it as a gift from God and from the many who are supporting 
me.
   I want to say thank you, Mel and Barbie, for all the hours you are investing in me. May God bless you 
for your spiritual strength and discernment in my life.
   I want to thank my matrons…
   Mary, your compassion, patience, and understanding are some things I still treasure. God bless you 
for all you have done for me!
   Priscilla, thank you for your strength, creativity, and perseverance! God bless you for everything you 
are doing for me!
  My most enjoyable times of Aquila Villa have been the summer evening cookouts around the campfire, 
the winter evenings around the fireplace, and the times we spend singing together. 
   Psalm 55:18 is a verse that speaks to me. He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was 
against me: for there were many with me.
                                                                         -Laura

RESIDENT’S CORNER BY LAVINA 

The LORD is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?

Reflecting over the past few months I’ve been amazed at how God has been working in the lives of 

people. Both in ways of drawing them closer to Himself and others drifting away from Him. Although 

with life’s confusion and uncertainties we will always have our unchanging God who is in control.

Here at Aquila Villa, in my own life, it has been a time of experiencing peace and joy, and drawing 

near to God. And all the continual changes and adjusting to different circumstances helped me to also 

learn more about who God is, the value of working together as believers in Christ, and trusting in God.

I’ve been blessed in how Mel and Barbie and the matrons have been our faithful and cheerful guides 

in all areas of our lives with the help of God.

Some of the highlights: ·Going to Rickets Glenn taking in all the beauty and singing · A late night 

into early morning campfire ·Evening drive ·Going for ice cream ·Group games inside and outside ·Mel 

surprising Barbie – Mel climbed out of the car trunk when we delivered a meal for Barbie!

I continue to rejoice and press on knowing that God works everything out for the good, for His 

Honor, and Glory.

    God bless, Lavina

Study time 

For more information contact us at aquilavillagirlsministry@gmail.com or (717) 475-8038

Discipleship time

The staff

Mel & Barbie
Lydia

Priscilla
Hannah

Sarah Grace

mailto:aquilavillagirlsministry@gmail.com


WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

6 Happy Hoof Lane 
Ronks, PA 17572-9578 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

To give anonymously, send and make checks payable to: 
Aquila Villa, 340 Rose Hill Rd, Ephrata, PA 17522 

A tax-deductible receipt will be provided annually or upon request when a 
name and address is provided.  God bless you for sharing! 

Learn more at www.AquilaVilla.org

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For young ladies that have 

graduated from the ministry. 

For those waiting to come into 

Aquila Villa.

For the benefit auction on August 

28th 

For the staff at Aquila Villa. 

 PRAISE REPORTS 

For God’s continued protection 

from illness.

For orders that are again coming in 

for the home business after the 

COVID-19 lock down.

For the girls again receiving visits 

from family and friends.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Leroy Smucker, Chairman Old Order Amish 

717.629.3915 

 

Nathaniel Gingrich, Secretary  Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship   717.572.7150

Cleason Sensenig Mid-Atlantic Fellowship  

717.278.0364 

Daniel Leid Charity Christian Fellowship 

717.682.8596

Mark King  Bethel Christian Fellowship  

717.278.9287 

STAFF 

Mel & Barbie Esh, Administrators 

717.687.8057  |  717.471.9374 

melbarbesh@comcast.net 

Lydia Fisher, Matron 

Priscilla Neudorf, Matron 

Hannah Smith, Domestics 

Sarah Grace Lloyd, Part time


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4

